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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

 
Have you ever wondered how to pray, or if you 
where praying for the right thing? This was one of 
my earliest questions/challenges in my faith jour-
ney. When I was a young child I remember praying 
before falling asleep at night and wondering if I 
was doing it right. Was I using the right words? 
Would God listen to the prayers of someone that 
didn't go to church except on Christmas and East-
er?  
 
As I found a church home in high school I contin-
ued to have these questions. But now had a place 
to explore them further. Every week we would end 
our youth group time by circling up to pray before 
departing. I vividly remember Susie our youth lead-
er encouraging each of us to share a prayer aloud 
with the group, of course many of us found this to 
be a challenge and a bit awkward. However, I now 
realize what a powerful lesson Susie was giving 
each of us. During this time of prayer I realized that 
each prayer was as unique as the person praying 
it.   
 
I have come to appreciate that there is no one way 
to pray. I might even go as far as saying there isn't 
a right and or wrong way. I am confident that God 
hears our prayers when they are simple and short, 
as well as when they are long and complicated. 
So, as we start this season of Lent I encourage 
you to start a conversation with God through pray-
er, instead of focusing on what or how to pray just 
look at it as a conversation with God.  
 
Blessings, Pastor Tony 

SOUP SUPPER 

& 

HOLDEN EVENING 
PRAYER 

Wednesdays during 

Lent 

March 4th— 

April 1st 

Supper 6:15 pm 

Worship 7:00 pm 

Tidings 



SUNDAY MORNING FLOWERS 

If you would like to provide flowers for the altar on Sun-
day mornings, there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board in the narthex. Please use the flowered form to fill 
in date(s), if you would like a reminder, if you are provid-
ing your own flowers, or would like Katie Anderson to 
provide them for you (checks should be made out to 
Katie Anderson for $15 per date). There is a place for 
your name and information about your celebration, me-
morial or words of your own choosing. When your form 
is complete it can be placed in the envelope on the bulle-
tin board along with your check if required. By filling out 
the form we will have the information about your cele-
bration and/or memorial to share in our Sunday morning 
bulletin. 
 

You can help decorate the church for Easter, April 12. In 
the next few weeks there will be flyers in your worship 
folder for purchasing Easter Lilies or Spring Flowers. The 
cost will be $10 each and there will be a place to include 
your dedication. Checks can be made out to the church 
with a note it is for "Easter Flowers".  
 

Please contact Carolyn Berry with any questions. 

info@stphilipslutheran.org  

MARCH 

BIRTHDAYS 

1st  John Eisinger 

1oth Andrea Eisinger 

16th  Jim Dallas 
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I-HELP FUNDRAISER OPPORTUNITY 

On March 31, California Pizza Kitchen in the 
Del Monte Shopping Center will donate 20% of all 
food and beverage sales all day to I-HELP. You 
just need to bring the attached flyer with you or 
mention I-HELP.  Please spread the word with 
your organization, post the flyer or hand them to 
your friends so we can have a good turnout for the 
I-HELP Pizza fundraiser. Let's see if we can 
pack CPK with I-HELP supporters on March 31. 

mailto:info@stphilipslutheran.org


DID YOU KNOW 
THAT THE    
SYNOD HAS A 
NEWSLETTER? 

Do you get the Sierra 
Pacific Synod’s news-
letter? It is a good 
way to know what is 
going on within our 
Synod and links to 
the ELCA. To sub-
scribe, go the http://
spselca.org and scroll 
to the bottom of the 
page to subscribe.  
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WORSHIP NEWS FOR LENT 

Ash Wednesday began our faith journey through Lent, a 
time of repentance, reflection and remembrance of our bap-
tism.  It’s often thought of as a time of giving something up, 
to remember how much our Lord Jesus gave up for us.  It 
can also be a time of adding something in - a daily spiritual 
pause, an added reading or meditation, a kind act or word 
of support toward someone, or anything that helps us grow 
in our faith journey.  Opportunities at St. Philip’s during 
Lent include: 

-  A more contemplative liturgy on Sundays, with periods of 
silence for meditation 

- Midweek Lenten services Wednesdays, March 4 – April 
1…beginning with Soup Suppers at 6:15 PM    -(see sign-up 
sheet in narthex to volunteer to bring soup, bread or fruit), 
followed by Holden Evening Prayer Service at 7 PM, led by 
Psalm 150 Band 

- Palm Sunday worship service, April 5, beginning outside 
with the blessing of palms before processing in for worship.   

- Holy Week services – Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, 
Saturday Easter Vigil…services to be shared with St. Timo-
thy’s, Monterey, and Epiphany, Marina.  Details will follow 
when confirmed 

- Easter Sunday Worship celebration, April 12 at 10 AM  In-
vite friends & family to join in songs of praise to our Risen 
Lord! 

THE BOOK SHARE EXPERIENCE  

On Feb 19, a group of St. Philip's members met to share 
some of their favorite books read over the past year. The 
books included novels, histories, and thought-provoking 
topics. 
 

The books that excited us were: 
 

The Flight Girls: A Novel - Noelle Salazar It tells the 
story of Audrey, who in 1941 wants to fly. She joins the 
Women Airforce Service Pilots program and is serving at 
Pearl Harbor on the day of the Japanese attack. 

The Girls of the Atomic City: The Untold Story of 
the Women Who Helped Win World War II - Den-
ise Kiernan Kiernan tells story of the top-secret town of 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee and the young women who were re-
cruited to come to the town and unknowingly helped to 
build the atomic bomb. 

The Orphan's Tale: A Novel - Pam Jenoff A 16-year-
old girl discovers a boxcar filled with Jewish children 

http://spselca.org/
http://spselca.org/
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bound for a concentration camp.  She flees with one of the 
children and finds refuge with a German circus. 

The Highest Tide - Jim Lynch The coming of age novel 
tells the story of a 13-year-old boy living in the Puget Sound 
area. As he explores the tilde flats of the Sound, he discov-
ers a giant squid. His world changes as his discovery is con-
firmed. 

Being Mortal - Medicine and What Matters in the 
End - Atul Gauande   Dr. Gauande discusses the realities 
of aging and death and what medicine can do and how it 
can run counter to what it should do and the things we can 
do it improve that time of life. 

Younger Next Year - Live Strong Fit and Sexy Until 
You're 80 and Beyond - Chris Crowley & Henry S. 
Lodge The book describes how Dr. Lodge's seven rules of 
improving life proved effective in the life of Chris Crowley, 
his test subject. 

Angle of Repose - Wallace Stegner - Stegner's novel 
tells the story of a retired history profess in the 1970's writ-
ing the biography of his grandmother as she left the East 
Coast for California in the 1870's. 

The Second Mountain - David Brooks Brooks de-
scribes four commitments that define a life of meaning and 
purpose. In climbing the 2nd mountain of life moving from 
a self-centered life to an other-centered life. 

From Here to Eternity - Traveling the World to 
Find the Good Death - Catlin Doughty Doughty has 
done extensive travel to explore how other cultures care for 
their dead. She expands the sense of what it means to treat 
the dead with dignity. 

The First Conspiracy - The Secret Plot to Kill 
George Washington Brad Meltzer & Josh Mensch 
The book reveals Washington's character and illuminates 
the origins of America's counterintelligence movement.  A 
group of Washington's soldiers were chosen to protect him 
and were a part of the plot against him. 

Astoria: Astor & Jefferson's Lost Pacific Empire A 
Tale of Ambition & Survival of the Early American 
Frontier - Peter Stark The story of the 3-year journey of 
the 1810 Astor Expedition to create an American empire on 
the Pacific Coast. John Jacob Astor and Thomas Jefferson 
planned to found a colony on the West Coast at present day 
Astoria, Oregon. 
 

Any of these books would be an interesting read. If you 
have a book that you would like to share, let the church of-
fice know.  Happy reading.   4 



I’ve been on the peninsula for 20 years, moving here in 2000 
after finishing some educational opportunities on the East Coast. 
I grew up in coastal San Diego, where I met Ruth and we moved 
East for our respective school obligations. 
 
I have never served on a church council before, and anticipate a 
gratifying experience with this opportunity. 
 
When we moved to the peninsula, we were members at Faith 
Lutheran for several years while Ruth’s dad was presiding; and 
Matthew  and Erin were both baptized there. After Anton re-
tired; we were church “shopping” around the peninsula and one 
Sunday (now 13 years ago), Ruth and the kids ended up at St. 
Philips and enjoyed the service. Martin was Pastor at the time 
and the kids seemed to identify with him. Much like how 
Giuseppe seems to identify with Pastor Tony. 

 
Furthermore, Erin was enamored with the Angel topiary outside 
the sanctuary window (at age 3, whatever keeps kids engaged), 
so we returned. After a few services, Psalm 150 played and I be-
came more interested in the congregation; thinking, the music 
ministry may be an area where I could contribute.  I have thor-
oughly  enjoyed my participation in “ the band” , and that fel-
lowship, ever since. 
 
In full disclosure; I am not a  “chapter and verse” parishioner, 
enjoying church for the satisfaction of worship, community and 
fellowship instead of text study. 
I look forward to the opportunity to serve on the church council 
and assist in the continued positive and progressive atmosphere 
of St. Philip’s. 
 
Have a good day. Thom  

WELCOMING THOM TROTTER TO THE 
CHURCH COUNCIL. 
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ST. PHILIP’S ADOPTS 
A HIGHWAY! 

With leadership from 

Alan Pedersen We 

have become part of 

the Litter Removal 

Adopt-a-Highway pro-

gram. We are respon-

sible for a section of 

Carmel Valley Road 

not far from church. 

Keep your eyes and 

ears open for infor-

mation on the next 

clean up date and 

time.  



NEWS FROM MT. CROSS MINISTRIES 
Mt. Cross is looking for summer camp staff – if you know of anyone, age 18 and over, looking 
for a wonderful summer experience, $300 a week plus housing and meals, send them to the 
Mt. Cross website for more information. 
 

EVENT COMING UP – Get a Taste of Camp for a Day!   

Saturday, APRIL 18, 9 am to 3 pm, at Mt. Cross 
 

ROOTED IN REBIRTH: MT. CROSS MINISTRIES 

THE MT. CROSS CAPITAL CAMPAIGN 
 

ABOUT THE CAMPAIGN  
 

We have two goals for the campaign: repair and renovate AND expand service.  One honors 
the facilities that have served us so well for 70 years.  The other one sets the tone for the fu-
ture. 
 

REPAIR AND RENOVATE   $900,000 
 

Our first priority is to offer hospitable space for all who visit Mt. Cross.  The “welcome” will 
start at our “front door” by replacing our bridge – the only entrance to our property – so that 
it is able to withstand seasonal flooding and give safe passage to all our friends for years to 
come.  Next we’ll revitalize and reconfigure our restroom facilities and sewer lines, creating 
private and accessible showers and bathrooms throughout our facilities.  Finally we’ll complete 
some deferred maintenance and renovate our offices to be a more welcoming and efficient 
gathering space for staff, visitors and camp partners. 
 

EXPAND SERVICE      $700,000 
 

The facilities at Mt. Cross can accommodate summer programming without a hitch.  However, 
we host retreats, conferences, schools and community groups for 9 months out of the year.  
By removing just two rooms (five beds), we can expand our existing Sonoma room and have 
another private, comfortable meeting space for mid-sized groups.  Not only does this provide 
an attractive, alternative option for groups, but it increases our capacity to host multiple 
groups at once, providing the start of a sustainable model of ministry into the next 70 years. 
 

Visit the Mt. Cross Ministries website at mtcross.org to learn more about the Plan and Ways to 
help with the Capital Campaign. 


