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WEEKLY SCHEDULE: 

Wednesday @ 2pm for 

Bible Study 

 

Thursday @ 6:30pm 

Adult Education 

 

Sundays @ 11:15 am 

Adult Forum co-lead be-

tween Pr. Tony and Pr. 

Clark.  

Tidings 

Did you know that we are part of a Synod? I am assuming many of 
you did, but I am also assuming that some of you probably didn’t. 
We are a congregation of the Sierra Pacific Synod which includes 
all of Northern California and a little bit of northern Nevada. On 
May 6th, 7th, and 8th the Synod held its annual Synod Assembly. 
This year due to COVID the assembly was held using Zoom and 
other technologies, so I and Mike and Carolyn Berry were able to 
attend from the comfort of our own homes. 
 
  
This was both a blessing as well as a challenge. A blessing in that it 
was much more comfortable and didn’t require the expense of 
travel and a hotel stay. However, it was a challenge in that we 
missed out on the opportunity to connect with others from across 
our synod. But, we were still able to gather and tended to the busi-
ness that being a synod requires. We voted on the Synod Budget, 
elected members to the Synod Council, the Churchwide Assembly, 
and various committees of the Synod. We also elected a new Bish-
op for our Synod and said farewell to Bishop Mark Homered who 
is retiring after serving 13 years as bishop. I will be sending a sepa-
rate communication in regards to the bishop’s election, so keep an 
eye out for that.  
 
  
One aspect of a Bishop’s election is the creation of a Ministry Site 
Profile for the Synod, this is similar to the document that a congre-
gation creates when they are searching for a new pastor. The Syn-
od first created a profile back in early 2019, however, with the de-
lay of the election due to COVID-19 it was decided to provide a 
supplemental document to that profile that reflected the new reali-
ty facing the synod in a pandemic/post-pandemic world. To create 
this document a committee was created (we are Lutheran after all, 
so we must have a committee to complete any task).  
  
 
This committee was called the Core Team and consisted of a di-
verse group of clergy and laypeople from across the synod, includ-
ing myself. When a congregation calls a Pastor, you are not only 
calling them to serve the congregation but also the Synod and the 
broader community. My participation on this Core Team is one 
example of that call to serve the synod. It was great fun to get the 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 



BIRTHDAYS 

 

May: 

2nd Glenna Alsberg 

12th Barbara Battcher 

29th Mike Berry 

31st Tom Carr 

  

opportunity to be a part of this team that created the supple-
mental document through a process of interviewing different 
focus groups from across the synod. I am thankful for the op-
portunity and look forward to the next opportunity to serve the 
synod.   
  
Grace and Peace, Pastor Tony 

A NOTE FROM THE  

PASTOR  CONTINUED 

UPDATE ON  

PASTOR LAUREL 

Pastor Laurel Alexander moved to a new facility in Southern 
California, to be nearer to her close friends and guardi-
ans.  This memory care facility was chosen over a year ago, as 
better meeting her long-term needs, but COVID lockdown 
delayed the move until April.  She has already participated in 
activities provided and has become acquainted with some 
house pets, including a bunny and a cat. Thankful for her 
years of service at St. Philip’s, we will miss her and continue 
to pray for her.  Please contact the church office or Pastor To-
ny for her address to send notes, cards, or pictures. 



CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

SUMMARY  

The 2021 St. Philip’s Annual Congregational meeting was held on February 7 at 11 am 
over Zoom.  There were 19 voting members present.  The meeting began with the ap-
proval of minutes from the 2020 Annual meeting. Several “thank-yous” were shared to 
recognize the work of the church leaders, worship committees, musicians, gardeners, 
bakers, and other volunteers, with special thanks to Pastor Tony for his dedicated lead-
ership and savvy online skills that kept the church moving forward throughout this 
challenging year. The restart of in-person worship at St. Philip’s was discussed and it is 
hoped that we will be back together in summer as Monterey County Health guidelines 
and access to vaccines permit. In the meantime, we will continue with prerecorded 
Sunday worship on YouTube, church drive-thru events, Zoom Bible Study, and Zoom 
educational classes. Our collaboration with St. Timothy Lutheran church also increased 
during the pandemic, and we recently received a grant from the Synod to expand this 
collaboration. Finally, the proposed 2021 Budget was discussed and unanimously ap-
proved. Thank you to the congregation for their generous and continued support.  The 
meeting adjourned at noon. 

CHURCH COUNCIL? DO WE STILL HAVE 
ONE OF THOSE? WHO’S ON IT?  

Yes! We do indeed still have a church council and they have continued to meet monthly 
during the pandemic (but like everything else, these meetings have been over zoom). 
Our current council members are Jim Anderson, Anke Richter, George Issac, Sharon 
Anderson, and Thom Trotter.  

REOPENING SURVEY SUMMARY 

Thank you to the 27 of you who responded to our reopening survey via email or hard-
copy! The results of the survey were an important part of your Church Council’s con-
versation around choosing a date to resume in-person worship. Out of those who re-
sponded 36 choices were selected on when people would feel comfortable returning to 
in-person worship and 69% of those choices were early June or later, 100% of respond-
ents felt comfortable using bulletins or worship folders as long as they are prepared 
and left untouched 48 hours or more before the worship service, and a majority of re-
spondents felt comfortable partaking in communion as long as appropriate safety 
measures are taken. Please be on the lookout during the week of May 17th for more in-
formation about resuming in-person worship. 



I-HELP UPDATE  

This is the 29th year for the men’s program. St. Philip’s has been a part of the program 
since its beginnings. The women’s program as of 5/13/2021 has been suspended due to 
a lack of participants. The men continue with 8 men in the program and remain at the 
UU. All participants have been vaccinated; St. Philip’s continues to bring meals to the 
men on the 2nd Tuesday of the month. If you are interested in actually joining the men 
for a meal, John Nicols can arrange it. Return to traveling from church to church will 
depend on the availability of churches being open to the program returning. The I-Help 
board is planning for another virtual Pasta with the Pastors to take place in August. 
This year they are looking at having a take-out meal available for participants. If you 
are interested in helping with the meal preparation for the Tuesday meals St. Philip’s 
provides, contact Carolyn Berry or Mary Kramer.  

YOUTH UPDATES 

Matt Trotter, finishing his second year at St. Norbert College in DePere, Wisconsin, 
remains in the honors program studying biology.  In addition, though the swim season 
was significantly altered due to the pandemic, he achieved a new personal best time in 
the 100 yd. butterfly with a time of 49:68, setting a new school record (which was also 
his). This would have been a new Midwest Conference record, in normal seasons, 
though not accepted by NCAA this year.  Because this is an “Olympic year”, he’s contin-
ued training with his college coach, attempting for an Olympic qualifying time.  He has 
also become involved with the leadership of the team and is involved with outdoor ad-
venture clubs.  Way to go, Matt! 
  
Erin Trotter, senior at Carmel High School, will be graduating with honors, having 
the distinction of being a 4-year 3 sport Varsity athlete, in water polo, basketball, and 
swimming.  She was voted by her peers as “Most likely to outswim a shark!”  Erin also 
played flute all 4 years in pep band and concert band, and baritone sax in the jazz band 
for a year. Next year she’ll be attending the University of Wisconsin-Madison School of 
Engineering… go Badgers!  Her life plan at this point is undergrad to grad school to 
NASA, then to help colonize Mars.  Reach for the stars, Erin – congratulations!  
 
Anna Watson: Update coming in June Issue. 



FOOD BANK DISTRIBUTION  

The volunteers from Granite Construction continue to deliver food from the Food Bank 
to St. Philip’s each Friday for distribution to the community. The number of families 
who come to receive the food has decreased some since the first of the year. The week 
of April 30, 35 families were served with 121household members. We continue to re-
ceive donations of canned goods, hygiene supplies, and the ever-needed toilet paper 
from the community. Each week there is a new family that comes to receive the food. 
Thanks always to Granite employees, Carol Erickson, and her fellow Society of Friends 
members. At this writing, we expect the distributions to continue through June. This is 
dependent on Granite’s ability to continue. For more information contact Mary Kra-
mer. 

PHOTOGRAPHIC GALLERY  

FEATURING LOCAL CLERGY 

The current exhibit at the Marjorie Evans Gallery at the Sunset Center, Facing Faith, 
a Photographic Portrait Study of Faith Leaders from Our Community, in-
cludes our own Pastor Tony Rhodes. Local Carmel photographer, Randy Tunnell, took 
on this personal project in 2018. He photographed faith leaders from various back-
grounds Per Mr. Tunnell, he came away enchanted with the people he met and photo-
graphed and appreciated the important roles the spiritual leaders play in the congrega-
tions' lives. The exhibit is in place through May 30 and is open by appointment. Call 
831-620-2048 or email info@sunsetceter.org to schedule an appointment. 


