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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 

 
 Pentecost Greetings! 
 
I am writing this note on Pentecost Sunday, a Sun-
day where we celebrate the bestowing of the Holy 
Spirit, and for many this day is seen as the birth-
day of the church because with the bestowing of 
the Holy Spirit we are also given a call to prophesy 
to God’s love for all of Creation. This past week 
and the particularly the events surrounding the 
death of George Floyd by an officer of the Minne-
apolis Police Department. 
 
As I stated in my sermon for Pentecost Sunday I 
was tempted to ignore this news, isolate myself 
here in our little sliver of paradise next to the 
ocean. However, if I am to take the call to prophe-
sy to God’s unifying love I must use my position of 
privilege as a white middle class preacher to speak 
out against the racism that killed George Floyd. I 
must use my voice to demand systemic change for 
those who are oppressed and killed by unjust sys-
tems. This work is not easy, it is not fun, it is not 
always glorious, but as a follower of Christ I can do 
no other. I invite you to join me in that work and to 
be in conversation about who we can stand up 
against racism.  
 
In other news: our Congregational Council will be 
meeting on Monday June 8th via Zoom, during this 
meeting we will be looking at our response to 
COVID-19 and the changing requirements, please 
watch for an update after that meeting, it will come 
in an email.  

Grace and Peace Pastor Tony 

ZOOM BIBLE 
STUDY! 

Wednesdays @ 

2pm 

While we are shelter-

ing in place we have 

been using Zoom 

Video Conferencing 

software for a weekly 

Bible Study. If you 

would like to join us 

watch your email for 

a link to the video 

conference. 

Tidings 



FOOD BANK DISTRIBUTION 

What once took place once a month on the first Friday of 
each month. Since April 17th, the Food Distribution has 
taken placed every Friday. Volunteers from Granite Con-
struction bring the food from Salinas and along with the 
National Guard, assist in distributing the food. Carol Er-
ickson, a long-time Distribution volunteer, also partici-
pates each week. We are serving 24 to 32 families each 
week. That accounts for over 100 individuals each week. 
The food given out each week usually entails a bag of 
USDA staples (rice, bean, pasta, canned food) and occa-
sionally cheese or produce. What is given out depends on 
what is available. Each week, we are seeing new people 
who come to get the food. St. Philip's is providing a good 
service to our community. Submitted by Mary Kramer 

JUNE 

BIRTHDAYS 

5th  Kai Woehler 

6th Vicki Steckler 
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INTERFAITH OUTREACH OF CARMEL   

The May newsletter announced that the Joining Hands 
Benefit Shop closed as of March 17. The staff of the 
shop was laid off at that time. The closure was seen as 
a time to re-evaluate the organization and to do some 
renovations in the store. These renovations include cre-
ating and opening between the clothing salesroom and 
the home decor salesroom. The offices of IOC will be 
moved into the store area. The goal is to have the store 
ready to open June 1 if permitted. 
 
As a part of the looking at the organization, an Execu-
tive Director was named on April 1. The new Execu-
tive Director is MaryAnn Spadoni. MaryAnn has lived 
on the Peninsula since 1980 and was one of the origi-
nal IOC board members and has participated in IOC 
and Joining Hands throughout the years. Submitted by Mary 

Kramer 
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CHURCH COUNCIL UPDATE 

At our Council meeting in early April, held via Zoom, I was chosen to be the new 
President of the Council, replacing Mike Berry.  We want to thank him for his 
many years of service at the helm.  He steered the ship skillfully through some 
choppy waters and we have all benefitted from his leadership.  I think he deserves 
a Blue Angels fly-over!! 

The Council has been in touch during the Shelter-in-Place to help oversee church 
business during this unique time.   We are grateful our staff is continuing to work 
for us, the field is mowed, and the lights are still on!  A BIG shout out to Pastor 
Tony for the great job he’s doing to keep us connected and spiritually engaged 
through on-line services and meetings!! 

We look forward to the time we can gather together again safely as the loving 
community of believers that we are.  And, I look forward to the opportunity to 
serve you and St. Philip’s. Summitted by Jim Anderson 



WORSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE 

Even though the building is closed, St. Philip’s continues to worship – socially 
distant, but spiritually connected.  The Worship Committee met virtually to dis-
cuss ways to support Pastor Tony and each of us during this time, selecting 
hymns, making suggestions for enhancing online worship experiences and talking 
about ways to keep our congregation connected.  The addition of music, with Jus-
tice not only playing but singing along, has made our Sunday worship time seem 
more like we’re all singing together, even if in our different homes.  Though the 
services are recorded, by participating at 10 AM on Sundays, we are still together 
praising God (with the added benefit of being able to watch at different times if 
needed).  We continue to observe the seasons in the church year, changing banner 
& paraments when needed, and thanking the gardeners for providing altar flowers.  

 

In addition, other opportunities are available to keep connected, though separated.  
These include Wednesday afternoon Bible studies at 2 PM and Sunday Adult fo-
rums at 11 AM, both via Zoom online, with St. Philip’s & St. Timothy’s meeting 
jointly, another added benefit of gathering with fellow Lutherans.  Pastor Tony 
continues to find ways to keep the St. Philip’s family connected, with weekly rec-
orded devotions, children’s sermons, and announcements of what’s still happen-
ing.  Groups are still meeting, online or socially distant: Council, Psalm 150 
Band, Worship, Communications, Friday Food distribution, gardeners.  Individu-
als are encouraged to reach out to others with calls, notes, or online face-to-face 
greetings.  Please contact Pastor Tony or any of the worship committee members 
with suggestions or offers of ways to add to worship opportunities.  We are still 
church! Barbara Battcher, Carolyn Berry, Mary Kramer, Mary Murray, Justice 
Post & Pastor Tony Submitted by Barbara Battcher 

GARDEN UPDATE 

For most of the congregation members, going to St. Philip's is not something that 
is in our usual activities during this time of shelter in place. Thankfully, those who 
work in our gardens have still been coming out to church and their hard work is 
showing. Alan Pedersen, Keith Johnson, Jim and Mark Anderson and Lowell 
Battcher joined Lesley Pedersen and Katie Anderson to clean up the area of dense 
overgrowth along the back fence. That area stretched about 8 feet into the yard. 
Once taken down, Jim and Mark Anderson with the help of Ricardo Castillo 
chopped it all up into little pieces.  Ricardo also mowed our field to the east of the 
church. Lesley and Katie have been joined by Mary Murray to keep working on 
the rest of the gardens. And the gardens look great!  Lesley and Katie are also 
placing flowers on the altar for our worship services. Thank you all so much! 
Thanks also to Georgia who oversees the work. Submitted by Mary Kramer 



I-HELP UPDATE 

The pandemic has brought changes to the I-Help program. At a recent I-
Help Forum, a meeting of board members and representatives from the 
churches, an update of the program was given.  The mens’ program is cur-
rently housing 15 men. That number has stayed steady over the last few 
weeks. The men are staying at a church in Monterey. The churches that 
provide the meals are bringing the meals to that location and providing 
breakfast and lunch as possible. The men are staying at the church through-
out the day, helping with some of the yard work at the church. No new peo-
ple are currently allowed to join the program.  
 
The women’s program has decreased to 6 people currently and staying at a 
church in Carmel Valley. Their program continues similarly to the mens’ 
but the board is looking at how the program might be continued in the fu-
ture. 
 
Plans for the annual Pasta with the Pastors in August are being changed to a 
possible virtual event. This event usually accounted for 7% of the budget 
last year. The board is working with other community leaders to best serve 
the homeless and to access financial grants available to them due to 
COVID-19.  The board is soliciting donations which can be sent to I-Help 
Outreach Unlimited PO Box 413 Monterey, CA 93942 or at the web 
site www.IHELPmonterybay.org. Submitted by Mary Kramer 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY UPDATE 

The synod council met virtually the first weekend in May to plan for the 
2020 Synod Assembly and election of the Bishop. The Council feels that is 
unlikely that the Synod could meet as a whole so they are planning for a 
dispersed assembly occurring at multiple satellite locations. These locations 
would be based in conferences and sub conferences, meeting simultaneous-
ly and liked via available technology. This will include the election of a 
new Bishop. The planning team will be working on the details of the As-
sembly and the Credentials and Elections Committees will be developing 
procedures for the elections. There will be an opportunity to hear from the 
pre-nominees via videos later this summer. For updates you can go to the 
web site www.spselca.org Submitted by Mary Kramer 

http://www.ihelpmonterybay.org/
http://www.spselca.org/

