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A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR
For everything there is a season, or something like
that, right? In a recent joint Zoom Adult Forum with
St. Timothy Lutheran in Monterey we spent some
time talking about how we might try to keep a sense
of time and the seasons while living in a time of Pandemic. I found myself especially focused on this
question/idea during the Labor Day Holiday weekend.
Throughout most of my life Memorial Day has acted
as the beginning of Summer and Labor Day acting
as the end. But this year it felt different. Did we even
have a summer? Where did all of the time go? I
found it difficult to be in a summer frame of mind
when we where being asked to shelter in place. But
here we are, the week after labor day, and I have already had three pumpkin spice lattes, a sure sine
that Fall is upon us.
With Fall comes a new rush of activity in the church.
This is usually the case, but I wasn't sure what that
might look like in the time of COVID. While we hoped
we might be able to open our building back up at the
end of the Month, that isn't looking likely due to state
mandates. But, that hasn’t stopped us from being active in our faith and I am hopeful that we will continue
to live actively in faith throughout Fall. We will start
on Sunday September 13th with a Drive-Thru Food
Drive.
I invite you to come by the church sometime between 11 and 2 on Sunday September 13th with a
donation of unperishable food for the Thomas Carmen Food Pantry in Marina.
Grace and Peace Pastor Tony

OPPERTUNITIES TO
CONNECT WITH LIVE
VIDEO CONFERENCING:

Tuesdays @ 6:30pm
Adult Ed. Class/Book
Chat Starting

Wednesdays @ 2pm
for Bible Study
Sundays @ 11am for
Adult Forum co-lead
between Pr. Tony and
Pr. Clark.

MONTEREY COUNTY FOOD BANK
DISTRUBITIONS EVERY FRIDAY
AT ST. PHILIPS

SEPTEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
2nd Carolyn Berry

2nd Mary Kramer
4th Jim Anderson
13th Sally Conrad

14th Katie Anderson
18th Thom Trotter
24th Lesley Pedersen
27th Sarah Berry
MacFillivray

Every Friday, from 9-10, give or take, the Food Bank of
Monterey County conducts a food distribution. Except
for the July 4th weekend, a group of volunteers from St.
Philip's, Granite Construction, and friends of volunteers
have gathered to distribute food to members of the community every Friday since April 17. The food that is given out depends on what is sent from the Food Bank. It
usually includes a USDA bag that has canned goods,
rice, beans, and pasta, produce of different varieties, and
occasionally milk, cheese and chicken or beef. The numbers of families seen is between 40 and 51 each week
and that means 150 - 180 individuals are receiving food.
The Granite team also brings food to Rippling River and
Carmel Meadows. The stalwarts of that group are Calos
Aleare, Matt Hackwell, and Scott West. Others from
Granite join them each week. St. Philip's friend and
longtime Food Bank volunteer, Carol Erickson, is there
with friends of hers to help. At times, members of the
community also drop off food to add to the donations.
We see some of the same people each week and are getting to know them a bit. They are grateful for the assistance. This weekly venture will continue for the foreseeable future.

A COLLEGE UPDATE FROM

MATTHEW TROTTER
He is so happy to be back on campus. The campus is small but quite attractive, set on
the banks of the Fox River just south of Green Bay. At St. Norbert, they encourage students to live on campus all four years. He has three roommates 2 to a sleeping area
with a bathroom set between them.
Matt is sharing his room with his roommate from last year. His roommate, Gabe, is
from the Upper Peninsula of Michigan and is studying biology with aspirations of
Medical School like Matthew. They have become very good friends.

His other two roommates are on the swim team with Matthew. Will is from central
Wisconsin and is a physics major and Killian is from the Seattle area.
Currently the students are in class but following masking and social distancing guidelines. Hopefully they will be able to make this work so they can remain on campus.
Matthews courses this semester are Genetics, Organic Chemistry and Philosophy.
It is still unclear if the swim season will occur this year, NCAA hasn’t made a decision
for the winter sports yet. Matt is the Midwest Conference champion in the 100 butterfly and only .14 of a second off the conference record in that event as a freshman. In
fact, at the conference championship, Matt took 2 firsts, a second and 2third place finishes. He medaled in 5 of his 7 events over the three day meet at Grinnell College in
Iowa.
On the subject of the swim team, he really enjoys the athletes he swims with. Last
year, Matt set new school records in both the 100 and 200 butterfly and new records
in several relay events.
Matthew truly found the college for him.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
The St. Philip’s council is grateful to members who have maintained their giving during this challenging COVID-19 pandemic.
The vast majority of St. Philip’s operating expenses are fixed costs
(salaries and benefits, insurance, mortgage, and utilities including phone and
internet, and bookkeeping/payroll expenses; closure of the physical building
has not significantly reduced operating costs. St. Philip’s approved 2020
budget projected shortfall of about $27K ($144K in revenue, vs. $171K in expenses), which was deemed acceptable in the context of having a new pastor,
solid reserves, and plans to grow in the future. However, in spite of a very
strong second quarter (in which revenues included Easter Sunday and a onetime donation, our net shortfall for the first 8 months of the year is $25,091,
almost the full deficit projected for 2020.
While our overall financial health is solid due to reserves in the bank, the
council hopes that members will continue to remember St. Philip’s and support the ongoing work of the church, even as our period of remote operations
has extended through Labor Day.
The table below summarized income, expenses, and operating deficit for the first 8 months
of the year.
Period

1st Quarter

2nd Quarter

July & August

Total Jan-Aug

Income

$28,567

$38,422

$15,278

$82,267

Expenses

$40,316

$39,274

$27,768

$107,358

Net (deficit)

-$11,749

-$852

-$12,491

-$25,091

The council has retained St. Philip’s benevolence commitment to quarterly donations to the Sierra pacific Synod (3% of expenses) and 1.5% of expenses to a cause approved by the council. In the first and second quarters of
2020, St. Philip’s contributed $2,550 to the Sierra Pacific Synod, $970 to the
Monterey County Food Bank, and $338 to IHELP.

WAYS WE’VE FELT CONNECTED TO OUR
CHURCH FAMILY WHILE SHELTERED IN PLACE
Each week we look forward to watching our St. Philip’s worship service & children’s
sermon at our regular 10 o’clock hour, including communion. Pastor Tony continues
to add to and enhance the experience, with Justice bringing much to the hymns. In
addition, we’ve enjoyed getting to know some of St. Timothy’s members through joint
zoom Bible studies on Wednesdays, book study on Tuesday nights, and adult forums
on Sundays after church – all led jointly by Pastor Tony and Pastor Clark. We’ve also
continued to meet via zoom with Psalm 150 band members, mainly to support each
other, as well as play music or talk about it. In addition to providing a routine, these
meetings have helped give us a sense of still being part of our church family, seeing familiar faces & sharing concerns, joys, and encouragements – not as good as hugs and
singing together, but uplifting.
We miss you all – Barb and Lowell Battcher

UPDATE ON INTERFAITH OUTREACH
OF CARMEL SEPTEMBER 20TH
The benefit shop for IOC, Joining Hands, reopened June 15 and has been doing well
with sales. The shop was renovated with the aid of the new Executive Director, MaryAnn Spadoni, and the changes were well received. The remodeling included opening
up the shop, painting the walls and the floors, rearranging displays, and moving the
IOC office from upstairs in another building to the Joining Hands space, putting the
IOC office at street level. Donations are always welcome. Items that cannot be used in
the store are donated to work camps and homeless agencies including the Pajaro
Camp, Gathering for Women and I-Help. Volunteers are also welcome. The IOC has
been sponsoring an interfaith program called Soul Food on Zoom. This Zoom session
meets on Thursday evening at 7:30 pm at https://us04web.zoom.us/j/701861856?
pwd=UnFRVjh0SWR5RXNuVTdEM21ibG1Xdz09. IOC is also looking forward to
their 10th anniversary and is hoping to hold the annual Thanksgiving Community
Service at Carmel Mission.

MT. CROSS LUTHERAN CAMP UPDATE
An update on Mt. Cross's Facebook page stated that the CZU Lightening Fire caused their evacuation along with many other in Ben Lomand
but as of September 2, the staff was able to return to the camp and all buildings were still standing. Adam Erickson, Co-Director of Mt. Cross on this
post had not yet checked out the outer portions of the campgrounds. Updates can be seen at the web site www.mtcross.org.

WORSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE
The Worship Committee met, via Zoom, to select hymns for September and October. Because of the uncertainty of future dates for reopening
in-person worship at St. Philip’s, we discussed creative ways to keep the
St. Philip’s family connected, still worshipping as a community. Ideas included having a parking lot “social” or coffee time, with everyone bringing
their own beverage and snack, sitting in cars or walking socially distant but
able to visit; continuing our zoom gatherings while trying to connect via
phone or letters with those not using computers – then letting others know
how all are doing; being more creative in our special worship services, like
preparing for Reformation Sunday, October 25, and All Saints’ Sunday, November 1. More information will follow…and, as always, input and ideas
are encouraged and welcome – the more participation involving more people, the more spiritually connected we all are. Stay safe and stay connected.

I-HELP UPDATE
The 11 men in the I-Help group continue to shelter together at First
Presbyterian and the 3 women are safely sheltered as well. John
Nicolls, director of the men's program, reports that "one man found
permanent housing last month. They are finding a set of routines to
pass their days. A few have been cleared to work in a no contact environment. It is a very difficult position but they are aware and compliant to the sheltering orders. Some items the men and the facility
need and would appreciate are toilet paper, water and DVD movies
appropriate rating), They have plenty of snacks, Bread PB and J.
would like to Thank all of you who have been diligent in keeping the
men stocked and fed. This could not be possible without all of you
participating while we all are touched by this crisis. "
The August's Pasta with the Pastors went virtual and included testimonials for the men and women of the groups, Supervisor Mary Adams, and a presentation by a virtual choir led by Robin McKey Williams. Photographs taken by Bob Sadler of some the participants in I
-Help were shared. While they are still awaiting some of the pledges,
the event raised approximately $5000. If you didn't get a chance to
attend the virtual event, you can go online to https://
www.ihelpmontereybay.org/pastawiththepastors and click on the
item in the agenda. St. Philip's continues to provide meals once a
month. If you would like to help, contact Carolyn Berry or Mary Kramer.

