
June & July 2021 
 

St. Philip’s Lutheran Church   

PASTOR’S OFFICE 
HOURS: 

Monday & Tuesday: 

By Appointment 
 

Wednesdays: 10:00—

5:00 
 

Thursdays: 9:00—

3:00 
 

Friday & Saturday 

(Days Off) 
 

Sunday Afternoons:  

By Appointment. 

Tidings 

Summer Greetings! Does it feel like summer yet? If one 
bases their opinion on the weather, it might not feel so 
much like summer yet. However, if one bases it on the 
number of graduation parties and little league baseball 
games showing up in their social media feeds then yes it 
sure does feel like summer is upon us. What is especially 
making it feel like summer for me this year is our return 
to in-person worship!  

 

We resumed with in-person worship on Sunday, June 6th 
with proper facemask and physical distancing require-
ments in place. That first worship was a bit clumsy but 
good with over 30 people in attendance. The second ser-
vice on the 13th felt a little more ironed out as we made 
some changes to communion distribution and had the 
sound system working again. Flexibility has been key and 
will continue to be as we continue to live into a new post-
pandemic reality.  

 

Starting with our worship on June 20th face coverings 
will be optional for those who have been fully vaccinated. 
With this new step, we will still need to practice physical 
distancing and muted or lower voice volume singing, but 
we hope that this will allow some to return to worship 
who haven’t yet done so because of the difficulty manag-
ing masks with eyeglasses and hearing aids.  

 

It is my sincere hope that we will continue to be able to 
take steps towards worshiping in ways more familiar as 
time moves on and the threat of the pandemic subsides.  
 
Blessings, Pastor Tony Rhodes 

A NOTE FROM THE PASTOR 



BIRTHDAYS 

June:  

5th Kai Woehler 

6th Vicki Steckler 

July:  

3rd Mel Kelly 

9th Erin Trotter 

17th Ashely Patania 

18th Pr. Laurel Alex-

ander 

19th John Goral 

22nd Jim Conrad 

23rd Anita Johnson 

27th Mike Alaga 

30th Alan Pedersen   

After spending the past 18 months or so in various states of seclu-

sion, we are pleased to finally announce fellowship opportunities 

for the members, families, and friends of St. Philip’s Lutheran 

Church.  Our annual golf tournament is scheduled for June 20th 

which will be followed by a congregational dinner at the home of 

Jim and Katie Anderson. 

 

To date, the following athletes have been assigned a starting tee 

time of 1230 at the Monterey Pines Golf Club:  Jim and Katie An-

derson, Mike Berry, Lowell Battcher, Mike and Mick Mahoney, 

Daryl Kenyon, Rudy Griffin, Keith Johnson, Mike Alaga, Mel 

Kelly, Nick Costa and George Isaac.  I believe we are being 

charged the twilight greens fee rate of $55 which includes golf 

cart usage.  If anyone needs to cancel their participation, please 

let me know and if there are any other individuals that wish to 

play I’ll work with the golf pro to see if we can’t squeeze you into 

the group. 

 

Once again, Jim and Katie Anderson have been gracious enough 

to open their home to the congregation for dinner following the 

golf tournament at 5:30 PM.  Jim and Katie have offered to 

barbeque and have asked that guests bring a dish to share as well 

as BYOB (Bring Your Own Beverage).  Please let Katie and Jim 

know if you plan on attending and if you intend to bring a guest. 

 

I look forward to seeing you players on the links and I’m especial-

ly grateful for the opportunity to socialize with all of you at the 

Anderson home.  As a reminder, this may very well be our last 

opportunity to share the peace with Keith and Anita Johnson be-

fore they transition to Wisconsin. 

 

Mike Berry 

ST. PHILIP’S 11TH ANNUAL GOLF 

 TOURNAMENT & CONGREGATIONAL DINNER 



AMY ERICSON HAS MOVED! 

Amy Ericson, a longtime friend of St Philip’s has moved from Pacific Grove 
to Walnut Creek, CA to be nearer to her daughter, Ingrid, and also her 
daughter, Beth. She lives in The Kensington retirement home, her address 
is: 1580 Geary Road, Apt 247,  Walnut Creek, CA 94597 Amy wanted to 
send her greetings to all the congregation, remembering St.Philip’s fondly.  

ANNA WATSON’S GRADUATION! 

Anna Watson graduated with honors from Robert Louis Stevenson School 
on May 30th. Anna earned straight A’s, published in and edited the school 
literary magazine, and ran Track and Cross Country throughout her 4 
years of high school. She is a school record holder in the 1600m, state-
meet qualifier, conference champion, and multiple-year MVP in both 
sports.  She was inducted into the Cum Laude Society and honored with 
the Athletic Sportsmanship and English Awards at Commencement.  She 
will be attending the University of Chicago in the Fall. She doesn’t know 
her major yet (most likely something in science) and she is excited to ex-
plore the Windy City.  



FAREWELL, FOR NOW, ST. PHILIP’S FAMILY – 

This June Keith and I are moving back to Wisconsin. I am finishing up my 
teaching career with 17 years at MPC.  We are going back to our cabin on 
the lake for the summer and fall, and we look forward to lots of travel next 
year – including a visit back here next spring, we hope. 

 

We will miss all of you – the fun-filled Workdays, great conversations, 
beautiful gardens, trimming the Christmas tree, and celebrating our faith 
together with you.  It has been wonderful to be part of the St. Philip’s fami-
ly.  We will keep in touch – and we will hold you in our prayers. 

Anita Johnson  

NEW IN THE ST. PHILIP'S LIBRARY - A THANK 
YOU TO ANITA AND KEITH JOHNSON FOR 

THESE AND SEVERAL OTHER BOOKS. 

Thanks to some generous donations there are several new titles in the li-
brary. A few that are might spike your interest -  

1. "Daily Readings from Spiritual Classics" - Works of Augustine, CS Lew-
is, Martin Luther, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, and Sørren Kierkegaard Edited 
by Paul Ofstedal 

2. "Perspectives on Paul" by Ernst Käsemsnani 

3. "The Color of the Night - Reflection on the Book of Job" by Gerhard E. 
Frost 

4. "Letters and Papers from Prison" by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

5. And for those who need something less serious -  "Lutheran Church 
Basement Women" Lutheran recipes for bars and casseroles. Compiled 
by Janet Letness Martin and Allen Todnem 



I-HELP UPDATE  

The men of I-Help will soon be getting back on the bus. Starting July 1, the 
9 men who are currently in the program will leave their temporary home at 
the Unitarian Universalist Church and begin traveling from church to 
church. A schedule of dates and places will soon be posted. Some of the 
churches that have been involved in the program will not be opening their 
facilities in July, so the usual designated spots may change temporarily. 
Men in the program have all been vaccinated and are looking for work. 
The women’s program is currently suspended and a decision as to whether 
or not to restart it will be made in mid-July. Plans are underway for the 
annual Pasta with the Pastors on August 19. At this point, the plans are for 
the event to be a virtual one. The I-Help board has received a letter of 
recognition from the Monterey County Supervisors for their work in 
providing housing throughout the pandemic. Financial donations to I-
Help are always welcome, See the website https://
www.ihelpmontereybay.org. 

FOOD BANK DISTRIBUTION  

The weekly Food Bank distributions at St. Philip’s will end on June 25. We 
will return to the monthly distributions on the first Friday of each month 
beginning July 2. The number of families that come each week has de-
creased over the last few weeks and the commitment from Granite Con-
struction was planned to end at the end of June. On a personal note, as the 
person who has overseen the distributions, I need to give a huge thank you 
to those who have participated week after week in serving the many fami-
lies who came to the distribution - Carol Erickson, Jay Owens- Smith, Alan 
Niebel, and the many folks from Granite - Carlos Alegre,  Matt Hackwell, 
Kayla Hill, and many others. They made it work and made it fun. There 
were many donations from the community that added to the food brought 
by the Food Bank. The families who received the food offered their thanks 
each week. Providing the service to the community has been a great expe-
rience.  

https://www.ihelpmontereybay.org/
https://www.ihelpmontereybay.org/


SYNOD ASSEMBLY 2021 

This year the Sierra Pacific Synod assembly was held online via Zoom May 6- 8th.  The 
theme was “Still church together called and sent” based on 1 Peter 4:10.  

 

Mike and I attended both a Zoom session and a Lumi session (Lumi was the program 
used for voting) for practice before the assembly officially started. This was very helpful 
and when the assembly started we were able to view and hear everyone very clearly. 
Special guests were in attendance; Bishop Gomez with the Salvadoran Lutheran 
Church, Bishop Mugabo with the Lutheran Church of Rwanda, and Bishop Chang of 
the Taiwan Lutheran Church. Also, in attendance and actively involved in supervising 
the election of a new Bishop for our Synod, was Vice President Bill Horne with the Na-
tional ELCA Church body. 

 

Synod Council Representatives were elected from various congregations, the Budget 
was reviewed along with an Audit report, there were greetings from the guest bishops, 
musical pieces from the various congregations, video pieces from many different con-
gregations showing how they were currently meeting, along with Word and Prayer 
from many Pastors and Lay people interspersed with candidates running for the Bish-
op position.   

 

The Bishop’s election happened on the 5th ballot. We started out with 12 candidates, 
then it was opened up to all nominations, the following ballots decreased in the num-
ber of candidates until the 5th ballot with only 2 candidates remaining. Some of the 
questions asked of the candidates were; addressing congregational decline, more diver-
sity and openness in congregations, helping churches to adapt to change/technology 
with youth and young adults, the church’s role in facing climate change, racism/white 
supremacy, and the candidate’s spiritual life and how it will help them lead. There were 
416 ballots cast in the final vote; 209 for the top candidate and 207 for the second can-
didate. Our new Bishop Elect is Pastor Megan Rohrer, the first transgender person. I 
think I understand more about the complexities of church families and some of the 
challenges of being a Synod Bishop, it takes great faith and dedication. May we all keep 
Pastor Rohrer in our prayers. 

 

Probably the downside of having a Zoom Synod assembly is you can’t really visit with 
other people attending like you can in person, there are usually vendors with tables to 
visit or maybe visiting a new city you have not spent time in recently. It was nice to see 
our former intern Pastor Jodi Golden-Lund, and for me to see an old friend from our 
church in Napa being elected as a Synod Council representative. Our retiring Bishop 
Mark Holmrude reminded us we are all God’s children and everyone is our neighbor. 

 

Carolyn Berry  


